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Instructional Intervention Tools Chart: 
Updated July 2011 

The tools chart below reflects the results of the second annual review of research studies of Instructional Programs by the Center's Technical Review Committee (TRC). 

The Center defines instructional interventions as follows: Additional or alternative instructional intervention programs to the core curriculum conducted in small 
groups or individually with evidence of efficacy for improving academic outcomes for students whose performance is unsatisfactory in the core program. 

Chart Features 

• Across the top of the chart are the standards by which the TRC reviews each program study. Click on each standard for a detailed description of 
how the rating was defined.  

• The vendors/developers of the program have provided implementation information which includes the cost of the program, what is needed to 
implement it, the support provided, how the program is intended to be used, and with whom it should be used. To access this information, click 
on name of the program in the "Program" column.  

• The ratings in the chart can be clicked on to view the specific data submitted for Participants, Design, Fidelity of Implementation, Measures, and 
Effect Size. 

• Every column of the chart can be sorted by clicking the arrows at the top of the column. 
• The programs in the chart can be filtered by subject and by grade using the filter tool at the top of the chart. To see all tools again, hit “Reset.” 
• Programs and studies can be compared by clicking the boxes on the far right of the chart. Pick as many studies as you wish to compare and hit 

the “Compare” button. To see all programs/studies again, hit “Reset.” 

The National Center on RTI publishes this chart to assist educators and families in becoming informed consumers who can select instructional intervention 

programs that best meet their individual needs. 

The Center's Technical Review Committee (TRC) on Instructional Intervention independently established a set of criteria for evaluating the scientific rigor of 

studies demonstrating the efficacy of instructional intervention programs. The TRC rated each submitted study against these criteria but did not compare it to 

other studies on the chart. The presence of a particular program on the chart does not constitute endorsement and should not be viewed as a recommendation 

from either the TRC on Instructional Intervention or the National Center on RTI. 

Please note that all submissions to the TRC review process were voluntary. An individual, firm, or other vendor whose program appears on the chart chose to 

submit its program for TRC review and then to have its program and TRC ratings displayed on the chart. The National Center on RTI does not publish the names 

of individuals, firms, or other vendors who submit programs for review but decide against having the results included on the chart. 
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Program Study 

Study Quality Effect Size

Participants Design 
Fidelity of 

Implementation 

Measures 
# of Outcome 

Measures 

Mean based on 
adjusted posttests 

Proximal (P) 
Distal (D) 

Mean based on 
unadjusted posttests 

Proximal (P) 
Distal (D) 

Disaggregated Data 
Available Proximal Distal 

Academy of 
READING  

Fiedorowicz & Trites 
(1987)  ● ◐ ○ ◐ ● 24 Reading 

 
P = 0.19a 
D = 0.36 No 

Access Code * McMurray, Brown, & 
Zimmermann (2010) ● ◐ ● ● ● 5 Reading P = 0.23 

D = 0.29 
P = 0.04 
D = 0.04 No 

AWARD Reading Block & Mangier  
(Tech. Rep.) ○ ◐ ○ ●  

5 Reading 
  

No 

Corrective 
Reading Decoding 

Benner, Kinder, 
Beaudoin, Stein, & 
Hirschmann (2005) 

○ ○ ◐ ●  
4 Reading 

  
No 

Gunn, Biglan, 
Smolkowski, & Ary (2000) ● ● ○ ● ● 5 Reading 

  
No 

Early Vocabulary 
Connections 

Nelson, Vadasy, & 
Sanders (2011) ● ● ◐ ● ● 3 Reading 

 
P = 0.67a 
D = 0.23 No 

Failure Free 
Reading 

Torgesen, Myers, 
Schirm, Stuart, 
Vartivarian, et al. (2006) ● ◐ ● ● ● 14 Reading P = 0.08 

D = -0.03  
No 

Fast ForWord 
Language Series 

* Miller, Merzenich, Tallal, 
DeVivo, Linn, et al. 
(1999) ● ◐ ○ ◐ ◐ 3 Reading 

 
P = 7.45a 

D = – Yes 

* Scientific Learning 
Coporation (2004) ● ○ ● ● ● 2 Reading 

 
P = 0.49 
D = 0.52 No 

* Slattery (2003) ○ ◐ ● ● ● 2 Reading 
 

P = 1.46a 
D = 1.05a No 

Hot Math Tutoring 
Fuchs, Fuchs, Craddock, 
Hollenbeck, Hamlett,  
et al. (2008) ● ● ● ● ● 4 Math P = 1.16a 

D = 0.60a 
P = 1.15a 
D = 0.67a No 

Leveled Literacy 
Intervention 
System 

* Ransford-Kaldon, Flynt, 
Ross, Franceschini, 
Zoblotsky, et al. (2010) 

○ ● ◐ ● ● 12 Reading 
 

P = 0.65a 
D = 0.22a No 

Legend:  ●  Convincing evidence  │    Partially convincing evidence  │  ○  Unconvincing evidence  │  —  Data unavailable or inadequate 
* Added in the 2011 review  aEffect size is positive and statistically significant for at least one measure 
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Program Study 

Study Quality Effect Size

Participants Design 
Fidelity of 

Implementation 

Measures 
# of Outcome 

Measures 

Mean based on 
adjusted posttests 

Proximal (P) 
Distal (D) 

Mean based on 
unadjusted posttests 

Proximal (P) 
Distal (D) 

Disaggregated Data 
Available Proximal Distal 

My Reading 
Coach 

* Crews (2004) ○ ○ ○  ● 3 Reading 
  

No 

* Serido & Wilhelm (2006) ○ ◐ ○  ● 3 Reading P = – 
D = 0.26a 

P = – 
D = 0.31a Yes 

My Reading Coach 
with A Fluent 
Reading Trainer 

* Serido & Wilhelm (2008) ○ ◐ ○ ○ ● 6 Reading P = – 
D = 0.04 

P = – 
D = 0.04 No 

My Sidewalks 
Intensive Reading 
Intervention 

Baird-Wilkerson (2008) ● ● ○ ● ● 14 Reading P = 0.04 
D = -0.03 

P = 0.14 
D = -0.05 No 

Number Rockets 
Fuchs, Compton, Fuchs, 
Paulsen, Bryant, et al. 
(2005) ● ● ● ● ● 7 Math P = 0.45a 

D = 0.10 
P = 0.44a 
D = 0.08 No 

Pirate Math 
Individual 
Tutoring 

Fuchs, Powell, Seethaler, 
Cirino, Fletcher, et al. 
(2009) ● ● ● ● ● 6 Math P = 0.65a 

D = 0.57a 
P = 0.57a 
D = 0.54a No 

Reaching All 
Readers 

* Evaluation Services 
Center (2010) ○ ○ ○  ○    

No 

Read Naturally 
Heistad (2005) ● ◐ ○ ●  

3 Reading 
 

P = 0.26 
D = – No 

* Christ & Davie (2009) ○ ◐ ● ● ● 7 Reading P = 0.36a 
D = 0.17a 

P = 0.02 
D = 0.13a No 

Read Right 
* Scott, Nelsestuen, 
Autio, Deussen, & Hanita 
(2010) ● ● ◐  ● 5 Reading P = – 

D = 0.25a 
P = – 

D = 0.22a Yes 

Reading Mastery 
Carlson & Francis (2002) ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 2 Reading 

  
No 

Gunn, Biglan, 
Smolkowski, & Ary (2000) ● ● ○ ● ● 5 Reading 

  
No 

Legend:  ●  Convincing evidence  │    Partially convincing evidence  │  ○  Unconvincing evidence  │  —  Data unavailable or inadequate 
* Added in the 2011 review  aEffect size is positive and statistically significant for at least one measure 
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Program Study 

Study Quality Effect Size

Participants Design 
Fidelity of 

Implementation 

Measures 
# of Outcome 

Measures 

Mean based on 
adjusted posttests 

Proximal (P) 
Distal (D) 

Mean based on 
unadjusted posttests 

Proximal (P) 
Distal (D) 

Disaggregated Data 
Available Proximal Distal 

Reading Recovery 

Center, Wheldall, 
Freeman, Outhred, & 
McNaught (1995) ● ○ ○ ● ◐ 8 Reading 

  
No 

Iversen & Tunmer (1993) ● ○ ○ ● ● 8 Reading 
2 Writing   

No 

Schwartz (2005) ● ◐ ○ ● ● 10 Reading 
 

P = 1.16a 
D = 0.49a No 

Responsive 
Reading 
Instruction 

* Denton, Nimon, Mathes, 
Swanson, Kethley, et al. 
(2010) ● ◐ ● ● ● 15 Reading 

 
P = 0.43a 
D = 0.46a No 

Mathes, Denton, 
Fletcher, Anthony, 
Francis, et al. (2005) ● ◐ ● ● ● 3 Reading 

1 Writing 
1 Math  

P = 0.86a 
D = 0.17a No 

Sound Partners 
(1-3) 

Vadasy, Sanders, & 
Peyton (2005) ● ◐ ◐ ● ● 8 Reading 

1 Writing 
P = 0.81a 
D = 0.77a 

P = 0.82a 
D = 0.77a No 

Sound Partners 
Kindergarten 

Vadasy & Sanders (2008) ● ◐ ● ● ● 6 Reading 
1 Writing 

P = 0.22a 
D = 0.40 

P = 0.32a 
D = 0.49a No 

Vadasy & Sanders (2010) ○ ● ● ● ● 5 Reading 
1 Writing 

P = 0.77a 
D = 0.40a 

P = 0.79a 
D = 0.42a Yes 

Vadasy, Sanders, & 
Peyton (2006) ● ● ● ● ● 6 Reading 

1 Writing 
P = 0.57a 
D = 0.41a 

P = 0.57a 
D = 0.41a No 

SRSD For Writing 
Strategies 

Graham, Harris, & Mason 
(2005) ● ◐ ● ●  

15 Writing 
 

P = 1.36a 
D = – No 

Harris, Graham, & Mason 
(2006) ● ◐ ● ●  

15 Writing 
 

P = 1.38a 
D = – No 

Lane, Harris, Graham, 
Driscoll, Sandel, et al.  
(in press) ● ● ● ● ● 14 Writing 

 
P = 0.58a 
D = 0.43 No 

Legend:  ●  Convincing evidence  │    Partially convincing evidence  │  ○  Unconvincing evidence  │  —  Data unavailable or inadequate 
* Added in the 2011 review  aEffect size is positive and statistically significant for at least one measure 
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Program Study 

Study Quality Effect Size

Participants Design 
Fidelity of 

Implementation 

Measures 
# of Outcome 

Measures 

Mean based on 
adjusted posttests 

Proximal (P) 
Distal (D) 

Mean based on 
unadjusted posttests 

Proximal (P) 
Distal (D) 

Disaggregated Data 
Available Proximal Distal 

Stepping Stones 
to Literacy 

Nelson, Benner, & 
Gonzalez (2005) ● ● ● ● ● 6 Reading 

 
P = 0.79a 
D = 0.60a No 

Nelson, Sanders, & 
Gonzalez (2010) ○ ● ◐ ● ● 4 Reading 

 
P = 0.16 
D = 0.36 No 

Nelson, Stage, Epstein, & 
Pierce (2005) ● ● ● ● ● 5 Reading 

 
P = 0.84a 
D = 0.48a No 

Structured 
Supplemental 
Spelling 
Instruction 

Graham, Harris, & 
Chorzempa (2002) ● ◐ ● ● ● 2 Reading 

7 Writing  
P = 0.76a 
D = 0.27a No 

Legend:  ●  Convincing evidence  │    Partially convincing evidence  │  ○  Unconvincing evidence  │  —  Data unavailable or inadequate 
* Added in the 2011 review  aEffect size is positive and statistically significant for at least one measure 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


